From: DMCorrespondence CD:EX [mailto:DMCorrespondence@gov.bc.ca]
Sent: December 9, 2009 2:18 PM
To: rick.brouwer@sncire.ca
Cc: PM@PM.gc.ca; Premier@gov.bc.ca; Minister, CD CD:EX; Minister, FOR FOR:EX; Minister, STED
STED:EX; Jensen, Tom R CD:EX
Subject: 134446 - Re: Skeena-Nass Region

Ref: 134446
Mr. Rick Brouwer, RPF
Acting Executive Director
Skeena-Nass Center for Innovation
in Resource Economics
PO Box 1145
Terrace, BC V8G 5P7
Email: Rick.Brouwer@sncire.ca
cc:

PM@PM.gc.ca
Premier@gov.bc.ca
CD.Minister@gov.bc.ca
For.Minister@gov.bc.ca
STED.Minister@gov.bc.ca
Tom.Jensen@gov.bc.ca

Dear Mr. Brouwer:
Thank you for the open letter of November 10, 2009, addressed to The Right Honourable
Stephen Harper, Prime Minister of Canada, and Honourable Gordon Campbell, Premier, sent on
behalf of representatives of the Skeena-Nass region concerning the announcement by West
Fraser to permanently close the Eurocan mill and its impact on the region. As the Deputy
Minister of Community and Rural Development, I am pleased to respond on behalf of Premier
Campbell.
The Province of British Columbia (Province) is committed to supporting the Skeena-Nass region
through this time of economic upheaval and uncertainty, including the communities directly
impacted by the closure of the Eurocan pulp mill—Kitimat and Terrace. Honourable Bill
Bennett, Minister of Community and Rural Development, has personally been in contact with the
District of Kitimat Mayor and Council to advise them of provincial government services, while
the Ministry of Community and Rural Development (MCD), as well as the ministries of Housing
and Social Development and Forests and Range (MFR), all have staff working to assist both
communities and the impacted workers.
In the longer term, the Province is also fully committed to helping the region develop a
diversified and resilient natural resource economy. This will require a new approach to
sustainable wealth generation.

The MFR has been working with licensees and government agencies in the area to develop a
Northwest Vision for the forest industry, including developing new opportunities in the bioenergy sector. There are other potential investments being pursued in the region including
Kitimat LNG, break bulk facilities, the Northern Transmission Line and additional hydro-electric
projects. The Northern Development Initiative Trust (NDIT) has received $185 million from the
Province to identify and pursue new opportunities for sustainable economic growth and job
creation. These investments will continue to provide new long-term jobs for the region.
The Province remains committed to the NDIT as a model of empowering regional decision
makers on economic development initiatives. I encourage you to continue to work with the
NDIT on how its work can be applied to support your objectives. Given the financial
contribution the Province has already made to the NDIT, the Province is not in a position to
commit additional funding.
In response to your invitation to meet, I have asked Mr. Tom Jensen, Assistant Deputy Minister
of the RuralBC Secretariat (RS) within the MCD, to follow up with you to further discuss the
critical issues in the region that were identified in your letter. The RS shares the vision of rural
communities to tackle challenges and to seize future opportunities for economic growth and
diversification, and has regional staff in eight communities across British Columbia, including
Smithers. Mr. Jensen can be reached by telephone at: 250 953-3005, or by email at:
Tom.Jensen@gov.bc.ca.
Your open letter provides an informative overview of the issues facing the Skeena-Nass region.
I will forward a copy to Honourable Pat Bell, Minister of Forests and Range, and Honourable
Iain Black, Minister of Small Business, Technology and Economic Development, for their
consideration.
Thank you, again, for writing.
Sincerely,
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”
Dale Wall
Deputy Minister
Ministry of Community and Rural Development

